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TINTRODUCT ION

Calhenm NWR the southorn most district of the Mark Twain National
Wildlife Refuge is an important link in the chain of resting, feed-
ing, and winkering areas for birvds migrating along the Mississippi
Flyway.

Calhoun Refuge is made up of the Calhoun Division, on which the
refuge office is located, the Batchtown Division and Lthe Gilbert
Lake Division. .

| .
The Calhoun Division is located three miles above the confluence
of the Illinois and Mississippi Rivers in Calhoun County. This is
approximately 20 air miles north of St. Louis. Batchtown Division -
is located on the Mississippl River 5 miles above lock and dam #2%
in Calhoun County. Gilbert Lake is localed on the Illinois River
in Jersey County 5 miles above the point where the Illinois River
flows into Mississippi River. .

Lands are primarily General Plan Lands purchased,by the U.S. Army
Corp of Engineers for their 9 foot navigation project. Lands in
excess Lo the navigation project are administered as a part of the
refuge system through a 1963 Cooperative Agreement between the Corps
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Calhoun Division contains 4,534 acres of which B52 acres are fee
title land. Batchtown Division is made up of 2,248 acres all of
which are GP lands. Gilbert Lake Division consists of 506 acres
of GP land and 128 acres owned by the Illinois Department of Con-
servation, which are administered by the Fish and Wildlife Service
through a Cooperative Agreement between the two agencies.
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Ao HIGHLIGHTS

besilting basin was constructed on Turner Creek, ({Section I-1)

Cleared brush on Batchtown. (Section I-2)

P, HABRITAT MANAGEMENT

2. Wetlands

Controlled burning which was scheduled for Middle Pqol could not
be accomplished because of flooding.

Prairie Pond was drained down enough to allow brush to be pushed
off of 25 acres along the edye of the pond.
]

MSU #1 was disked twice by Lthe cooperative Farmer to control tall
ironweed and then sowed to millet. The weatlier was so dry after the
millet was planted that it didn't have time to come up and mature
properly. It was of little value to wildlife,

The water levels of the Mississippi River remained low enough
during the growing season that there was good waterfowl food
production in upper and lower pools.

4. Croplands

Cooperative agreements were written up for 11 farmers to farm 225
acres. Corn was planted on 49 acres but weather and insects de-
stroyed 29 acres. One farmer planted 23 acres which was destroyed
by cutworms as soon as it came up. He then replanted and it never
came up because of the dry weather. »Another farmer planted B8 acres
of corn which was blown down by a strong wind storm. Five acres of
corn were disked up and planted to millet.

Soybeans were planted on 157 acres and 30 of these acres were
aerial seeded to whealt before the beans were harvested. Geese
use of this wheat browse was heavy.

Wheat, field peds, sunflowers, millet, brome grass, alfalfa, and
fescue mixture were planted in smaller amcunts.

Deposits from surplus crops were made into the 5092 Special Account.
These deposits amounted to $90.00 for wheat, $1,694.00 for soybeans, -
and 5433.00 for corn.

10. Pest Control
The following chemicals were used to control pest plants in Batchtown

farming operations.
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Lorox was mixed with lasso -and applied to 33.5 acres of suyheans to
control broadleaf plants. Application rate was .5 to 1.6 1lbs. AL/
acre.

Sencor was applied to 43 acres of soybeans to control broadleaf
weads. Application rete was 1/4 to 1/3 1lb. Al/acre.

Roundup was applied to 21 acres of corn for breadleaf plant and
grass control at an application rate of 1 lb. Al/acre.

Atrazine was applied to 49 acres of corn teo control broadleaf’
rlants. Application rate was 1 to 2 lbs. Al/acre.
|

Bukyrac was applied to 39 acres of soybeans to control foxtails
aﬁd coclleburs. Application rate was 2 oz. Al/acre.

Treflan was used to treat 42 acres of soybeans Ffor the conktrol of
Johnson grass and broadleaf plants. Application rate was 1 to 2
1lbs. Al/acre.

Lasso was applied to 102.5 acres of soybeans to control grass.
Application rate was . to 2 lbs. Al/acre.

Lorshan 15 G was applied on corn to control cutworms and rootworms.
Applicetion rate was .5 to 1 1lh. AL/jacre.

G. WILDLIFE

2., Endangered and/or Threatened Species

1
The only species from this group seen on the area was the American
Bald Eagle. Total use days were 270, A peak number of 17 was
retorded on December 17.

i s

3.+ Watexfowl
Duck use in 1983 nearly doubled that of 1982. Total use days were
1,924,955 with a peak population of 21,063 ocecuring in November.
This marked the end of a 5-year decline, as duck use had been fall-
ing substantially since 1978,

Mallards accounted for 41% of the total duck use days.

Duck production ror the year was 500 mallards, 100 blue-winged
teal, and 1,200 wood ducks.

Goose use days totalled 2,040 and 23,355 for Snow-blue geese and

Canada geese, respectively. Total goose use was down 38% from 1982.

Coot usc days nearly tripled From 1982 to 124,830 this vear.
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4. Marsh and \ater Birds

Use by this group remained virtually unchanged from 1982 showing
a total of 8,585 use days. The great blue heron was the most
common species, accounting for 40% of this use with a peak of
1,750 cccurring in WNovember.

5. Shorebirds, GCulls, Terns, and Allied Species

Nine species from this group were seen on the area throughout the
year, the most common being the killdeer. Use days totalled 5,415.

80

YEAR

——-Marsh and Walter Bird Use

~Shorebird, Gull, Tern, and Allied Species Use

6. Raptors

Raptor use increased slightly —-- 4,260 use days compared to 4,090
in 1982. Marsh hawks, Red-tailed Hawks, Amevican Kestrels, Broad-
winged Hawks, and Barred and Screech Owls were found on the area.
The Red-tailed Hawk was the most common species.

RAPEOR USE

1979 1980

YEAR
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Figshermen fishing off of rip ~ rap along the
Rt Mississippi River.

N G.w.P. 9/1/83
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8. Gawme Mammals

The ever - present heaver continue Lo keep refuge personnel busy
removing dams and cleaning out water control structures in order
to drain water areas.

P
1

[I. PUBLIC USE

1. General

Batchtown visitation totaled 3,000 units during the year. Heaviest
visitation cccured in May when flood waters went back down so the
puhlic could use the entrance road. Eighty visits made by boat during

March and April. This was the only way entrance could be made onto
the refuge.

9. Fishing

Fishermen paid 1,150 visits to the refuge for 2,480 activity houxs.
Hook and line fishing in Prairie Pond was poor because it was drained
but fishing off of the rogk along the river was somewhat better.

Three permits were issued to fishermen to use commercial equipment
in Prairie Pond prior to its being drained.

Total catch for these three fishermen was:
Garp 500 lbs.

Buffalo 3,000 lbs,
Bowfin 200 1bs.

O L N -

11, Wildlife Observation

Visitors paid 1,785 visilks to the refuge by foot and vehicle to
check out the wildlife. ‘

i e

17.. Law Enforcement

ST

Illinois Department of Conservation Officer Stumpf paid several
visits to the refuge Lo check for illegal activities. Two fishermen
were given tickets for illegal commercial fishiﬁq activities on

Swan Lake.

A

I. EQUIPMENT AND FACLLITIES

R P St ST T Pl e el S LoD T A= e T

l. MNew Constructcion

l ) Maintenanceman Simon dug a ditch and constructed a desilting basin
,ﬂai to replace Turner Creek which had silted shut and was flowing ozross

52 acres of refuge land and 10 acres of adjoiniug private land.

Mr. Harold Krf:aut:;, a.retired cployee of the 8CS8 was a big help to Lhe




Diteh cut into Prairie Pond and new flap gate installed
to provide better water control.

G.W.P, 9/2/83

Desilting basin constructed by the refugoe swintenane-

nechanic,  Runoff water flowing into this basin foormally
flowed down Turncr Creck bhefore 10 siltod i, The Torm=
er path of Tarner Creek can Lo Socn s Phee bight coloroed
line which crosses the ploture ciout 270 ot” The ey Deom
the bottom. VIS E SN
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refuge on this projeck doing the planning and surveying.

2. Rehabilitation

A ditch was opened up in Prairie Pond and a flap gate replaced with
a screw gate for; better water control on Prairie Pond.

4. Equipment Utilization and Replacement

A low boy trailor and tractor was rented from a local contractor to
haul the Case 1450 dozer to Batchtown so it could be used to con-
struct the Turner Creek desilting basin, clear some brush and Lo
open up the access road alory the river to the north end of Middle

Pool.

5. Energy Conservation

The Mississippi Biver stages were watched closely and interested
refuge backers contacted the refuge so all Middle Pool water manage-
ment was accomplished using gravity flow by simply opening and clos-
ing gates rather than using the pump.,
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AL NLGHLIGHTS

As in 1981 and 1982 the refuge was flooded by the Illinois and
Misgissippi Rivers., [Flooding began in March and ceontinued into
May. (Section B)

Construction of the flammable materials storage building was com-
pleted. (Section I-1)

Clerk-Typist Douglas resigned and Debra Kuhn was hired to £ill the
vacant position. (Section E-1)

Eric Smith came on board as the refuge's first Assistant Refuge
Manager. (Section E-1)

Hot dry weather during the growing season reduced the agriculﬁural
crop yields., (Section F-4}

Phe trailor house at the entrance to office complex was sold and
removed. {Section I-7)

B. CLIMATIC CONDITICNS

Weather conditions were very mild for mist of 1983 as far as tem-
perature were concerned.  Temperatures cemained above the 0°F mark
and climbed into the unseasonable 70°F range during January and
February, preventing both the Mississippi and Illinois Rivers from
freezing as thef have done in paskt years.

The refuge was flooded by the two rivers from March 24 - May 10.
Waters rose to 10 feet above flood stage at Grafton, TL on April
8. PFlooding was caused by heavy rains north of the refuge.

The summer months were, once again, very not and dry. We rec@ived
only half the normal rainfall for this period. This resulted’'in a
severe reduction in corn and soybean yields. )

Fall weather conditions were mild, but this came to a halt in De-
cember as wintet; arrived in great force. Record low Ltemperatures
and snow were frequent. What didn't happen in January or February
occured in December as ice built up in the Illinoils River until
the Brussels PFerry was shut down on the 18. It vemained inoper-
ative for the remainder of the vyear.

Tempergtures ranged from a low of ~-16°F on December 25 Lo a high
of 106 F on August 21. Total rainfall for the year amounted to
38,33 inches, compared Lo a normal of 36.64 inches. Snowfall

totaled 10.5 inches compared to a normal of 19.8 inches. (See
Table I}
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Tt wouldn't be a Calhoun narrative unless there was
a flood,waters from the Illincis and Miss:-eippi Rivers.

G.W.P. 1/28/83
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Calhoun NWR, 1983 Weather Data

Temperature °F Precipitation (Inches)
Mean
Month Maximum Minimum 1941-1982 Rainfall Normal Snowfall

January 58 14 31.4 0.48 1.85 2.00
Febriary 71 ’ a A 34,6 2.28 Trace
March 82 22 44,3 3.34
April 84 27 . . 56.0 . 3.71
May g6 65.9
June 96 . 75.4
July . 79.4

August 77.4

September ‘ . 70.0

October . 58.7

November 45,4

December
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: ' 3. Public Participation 3 '
f Project Leader Stratton, Assistant Project Leader Anduss, Area - :
; Biologist Cummings, and Refuge Manager Peyton have met with and _ s :
Corresponded with members of the Migratory Waterfoul Hunters ; f; :
gseveral times concerning refuge management. : 3
i g
E. ADMINISTRATION |
1. Personnel 2 :
Clerk-Typist Lucille Douglas resigned on April 29. }
After three long months of what seemed like one calamity of errors 1-ﬁ
after another a register of people interested in the clerk-typist [ .
L position was received and Debra Kuhn was hired July 21 on a one %f}
' year temporary appointment. FPinally on September 18 all hurdles 5 i '
) were cleared and Debra was given a permanent appointment. ﬁé? '
. ) :
P i
. 3 1 . 1
An Assistant Refuge Manager position was added to the refuge staff i i
with Eric Snmith being selected to f£ill it. Eric had worked on ¢
other refuges as a Cooperative Education Student and was a welecome !
g addition. '
Permanent i i
- o 40
| Full-Time Part-Time . Temporary . i
PY 1983 3 1 (3 days/week) 1 3 4
{ FY 1982 2 1 (3 days/week) 1 ¢l )
o FY 1981 2 1 (3 days/week) 1 jg ‘
: : FY 1980 2 1 (3 days/week) 1 ﬁ
%, FY 1979 2 1 (3 days/week) 1 1 |
B Total salary costs for year $71,000 ‘ i
5 2: Youth Programs
& : i
1; & One youth was hired under the YCC program. Most of his time was - 1
] spent keeping the building clean and maintaining the landscape P
oo around th-— buildings. The extremely hot weather and his lack of e
PE aidrivei - license made it impossible to send him out on any projects i
Sor away frum the office. }i
'? & 5. Funding ! L E
}f'ﬁ l The refuge funding for 1983 was $80,000 the same as the 1982 budget. i
P - Salaries accounted for 79% of this budget and other fixed costs f
f? % G, accounted for 14%, not counting travel expense. This left only
: 535,600 in discretionary monies. & !
;f
i !




6. Safety

Monthly safety meetings were held and the following films were

shown:

"winter Driving'i
"communicating Safety"
"Seconds to Live"
"Tgolate and Stabilize"
"Everything to Lose"
"Drive and Survive"
"Phe Drowning Machine"”
"Mhe Perfect Pass"

"Your Way out"

"R Question of Attitudes"

“Jhe Unplanned"

"Five to Drive By"

Seven of these films count towards the regquired employee Defensive

Driver Training.

There were no lost time accidents on the refuge during 1983. Total

number of hours worked
heours.

i
A safety inspection was

since the last lost-time accident is 12,454
|

conducted by John Ellis (Refuge Supefvisor,

Division 2) while conducting an Operational Inspection of the refuge.

7. Technical Assistance

Refuge Manager assisted [llinois EPA with investigation of fish

kill on Swan Lake on th
refuge.

Chemical spills on the
out to determine their
i
8. Other Items '
¢
The following training
during the year.

‘Course/Workshop

Biolo~ical Farming

il

e Illinois State Hunting Area above the

Tllinois and Mississippi Rivers were checked
offect on wildlife and Wildlife habitat.

courses were completed by refuge personnel

Location Participants
Iowa State ' Peyton

University,
hmes, Iowa
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Law Enforcement Springfield, beyton
Refresher/Firearms Illinois ;
Qualification
Project Leaders Muscantine, Peyton
Meeting ; Jowa
Firearms Quincy, Peyton
Qualification Illinois
1
Administrative Regional Kuhn
Orientation Office
Workshop
CPR Training Alton, Smith
(Prior to Law Illinois
Enforcement
Training) :
i

F. HABITAT MANAGEMENT .

2. Wetlands

a. Swan Lake

This unit which contains 2,500 acres makes up over half the
Calhoun Division. High waters and silt which has been washed
in by flood waters reduced the productivity of the lake for the
second year.L Plants in the arrowhead family had just started
to come back around the edge in 1981-82, but there was no sign
of thesesplants in 1984. There was considerable use of this
area by resting waterfowl.

b. Moist Soil Units

Pumping of the MSUs was slow this year because the water bontrol
ditch was silted in and the water level in Swan Lake was low
during September. Pumping was finally completed in November.

MSU #1 (53.2| acres) remained flooded until August when all the
water had dried up except for low spots and ditches. Swamp

smartweed {(Polygonum coccineum) was predominant plant. 'These
plants produced only a small volume of seed for waterfowl use.

MSU #2 (6.5 acres) was to wel to be burned, plowed, and planted
to millet as was planned. With no mwanagement to control the
willows for two years they have crowded out most of the otherx
vegetation out,

MSU #3 (35.8 acres) had a heavy stand of swamp smaritweed. This
area was not flooded and produced litltle or no waterfowl food.
No management was conducted on this unit.
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MSU #4 (8 acres) was flooded throughout the vear. llo drawdown was
conducted on this unit, but evaporation created enough mudflats
around the edges to provide good habitat for shorebirds. It also
Eeceived heavy use by waterfowl as a resting area.

MSU #5 (24.7 acres) was disked twice with a heavy duty disk and
sowed to millet in July after the unit had finally dried up. After
the unit was planted it remained Lo dry to bring millet up uncil
late in the growing season, by that time it was to late for the
millet to produce seed. Waterfowl usewas light. .
MSU #6 (22 acres) was disked and sowed to winter wheat and Austrian
winter peas in August to provide early browse for blue and snow
geese. Because of the dry weather the wheat never came up and
there was i very limited stand of winter peas. Geese did utilize
what little browse there was.

Office MSU was scheduled to be planted to buckwheat and millet
thch could not be accomplished because of high waters. There was
a good stand of wild millet in the low.spots,and to the refuge's
dissatisfaction an squally good stand of cockleburs on the high
spots. Holes were cut in vegetabion on the unit in October to
provide upen areas for waterfowl to land and feed. It was then
flooded with Crissofulli pump. It received little waterfowl use.

|
3., Forests '

Checks were made on trees planted in 1981 and 1982 south of the
refuge buildings. Good survival was obtained on the maples and
sycamores planted in 1981 but only about 40% of the walnuts, autumn
olive, red oaks, pin oaks, crab apples, and white pines that were
planted in 1982 made it through the two extremely dry summers.

1 L]
Plans were made to plant pin oaks in MSU #3 in an effort to start a
hardwood timber plot in the area.

4. Croplands
Eight coeoperative farmers were able to cultivate and farm 725 acres

on Calhoun this year. This vears climatic conditions reduced both
the number of acres that could be farmed and the yield of the crops

. that were planted.

'

Corn was pllanted on 162 acres with 90 acres being left in the fields
for wildlife, corn vields were reduced Lo approximately 35 bushels
per acre because it had to be planted late and because of the long
dry period durlng the growing season.

Soybeans were planted on 479 acres wikh 352 of these acres being
aehial seeded to wheat before the soybeans were harvested. As in
alll the other crops the wheat did not come up because of the severe
drourht.

|




?he following crops were planted to provide wildlife food and as a
goil builder, 72 acres of clover, 8 acres of wildlife Fouoed patch
mix, and 10 acres of sunflowers. :

$urplus crops grown on Corps of Engineers lands were harvested and

sold and the regulting funds were deposited in the 5092 Special Account.
This money comes back to the contributing station For rehabilitation
and maintenance. This years deposits totaled $5,385,00 for the sale

of 676.59 bushels of soybeans.

1

9, Fire Management

|

A new trailor was purchased to haul the slip-in fire pump and tank
which was purchased in 1982.

No wild fires occurred on the refuge during 1983 and no prescribed
burns were conducted because of [lood waters..
i

10. Pest Control

: .
Six different chemicals were used to control undesirable vegetation.

Qancor was applied at a ratn of 4% 1lb. AI/acre to control cockleburs
im soybeans. Sencor was applied to 3 acres. l

Qasagran was applied to 129 acres of soybeans to control cocklebur,
nutgrass, and velvet weed. The application rates ranged from .75
1b. AI/acre to 1llb. AIL/acre.

Rbundup was app%ied to 12 acres of corn at an application rate of 1
1b. AI/acre to control undesirable weeds.

Butyrac was applied to 56 acres of soybeans to control foxtail and
cockleburs. The application rate was 2 oz. Al/acre.

Treflan was applied to 20 acres of soybeans to control broadleafl
plancs and grass at an application rate of 1 1lb. AIl/acro.

Lasso was applied to 296 acres of soybeans bto control grasas.
Application rates ranged from 1.5 1lb. to 2 lbs. AL/acre.

Refuge Manager Peyton and Maintenanceman Simon both maJnLdlned
their Illinois State Chemical Applicators Certification.

G. WILDLIFE

1. wildlife Diversity

|
An objective of refuge planning development and management was to
provide a diversified habitat for a diversity of wildlife. The
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invasion of refuge wetland and upland units by willows, cottonwoods,
and maples present a constant challenge to providing diversified
labitat. Disking, plowing, mowing, and prescribed burning are all
techniques used to meet this challenge.

2. Endangered and/or "hreatened Species

i
Bald Eagle use had been steadily increasing since 1978 until 1982,
when there was a sharp decline which could have been attributed to
qhe very cold weather in the early part of that year. Temperatures
qFre much warmer this year, and eagle use rose because of it. Use
Qays totalled 1,490, twice Lhat of 1982,
L

P [oup sy PRI

1Y38 1982

YEAR
EAGLE USE DAYS {1978~1983)

|
osprey sighltings were noted, one in September and one in Octoher.
two sightings may Have been of the same bird.

Waterfowl

Déck use rose for the first time since 1980. Use days in 1933
tdtalled 1,929,675, an increase of 74%. Mallards accounted For
62% of this use, illustrating a mo7e diverse population frow last
year when mallards almost completely dominated use of the refuge.
| .
The largest concentration of ducks occurred in November when a
peak of 25,290 was reached. Duck production faor the yvear was 420
mallards, 40 blue-winged teal, and 875 wood ducks.

— et ot o

While duck use rose, goose use fell sharply. Snow/blue goose use
days totalled 294,710, down 52% from 1982, and Canada goose use days
totalled 51,030, down 60% from 1982.

Coot use days totalled 455,£90 - more-than twice last years use -
with a peak of 9,390 occurring in April.
{

Thé fall migration aot off to a late start this year due to the fact
that the warm weatner stayed with us for so long.

y !
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Use Days in Thousands
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Mallards flying in to feed with blue and snow geoese in
a refuge corn fiecld.
G.W.P. 1/27/83

This white pelican stayed on the roefuge all winter.

GuoMLPL 1727783




Use Days In Thousands

4. Marsh and Wateyx Birds

Marsh and water bird use days totalled 18, 435, an increase of 30%
from 1982. Great blue heron, common egreét, and double-crested
cormorants were the most common species seen from khis group. One
white pelican s;ayed on the area through January and February.

5, Shorebirds, Gulls, Terns, and Allied Species

@se days by this group totalled 16,130, down 24% from 1982. Seven-
teen different species were seen on the area, the most common being
the killdeer and pectoral sandpiper. Species uncommon to the area
that were also seen were the caspian tern, northexn phalarope, and
ruddy tumstone.

1979 1980 198l

YEAR

—————pMarsh and Water Birds

Shorebirds, Gulls, Terns, and Allied
Species
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G. Raptors

Raptor use days totalled 3,610. Red-tailed hawks, marsh hawks,
cooper's hawks, broad-winged hawks, american kestrels, and ‘barred
and screech owls were seen during the year -- red-tailed hawks
were the most common.

[ |

i
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1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983
: YEAR
! RAPTOR USE - CALIOUN DIVISION

!
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8} Game Mammals

Tpe increase in the beaver and muskrat poptlations continued in
1983. These animals are still determined to obstruct the progress
of our water management program.

10.. Other Resident Wildlife

Quail continued to make good use of the native grass stands, and
their numbars were still on the rise an a resullb of this.

li. PUBLIC USH

1. General

, .
Visitation on Calhoun totaled 3,444 visits during the year. lHeay-
iest visitation occured in May when 577 visitors came to the refuge.
Numerous news releases were presonted by local media to keep the
public informed about the refuge.

;
1

6. Interpretive Exhibits/Demonstrations

b

The auditorium in the new building provides a place for the refuge
staff to present films and slide talks to local clubs and school
groups, and exhibits and demonstrakions can be set up in the visitor
iﬁformation area.
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Group oi students from Laruin Grade School identifying
the refuge mounted birds.
G.wW.0'. 1/28/83

¢

Mr. Ralph Shook o local olucolrd ecnthusiant

glide talk on Lluchirds to a Calhoun County Lome

Demonstration droup o Lie refuge awditorian,

TR I




- 8. Hunting . i
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The following groups were accommodated during the year: :

Blll Brush brought 46 students from Sodan High School in St. lLOUlb
on a tour of the refuge. :
Refuge Manager Peyton presented a slide talk to 30 4-il club mombc
from Golden Eagle, IL.

Thirty six members of the Calihoun County Home Extension Club met in
the refuge auditorium. The film "Bird Watching" was shown and Mr.

Ralph Shook a local bluebird enthusiast presented a program on the

status of the eastern bluebird,

7. Other Interpretive Program

4
Assistant Refuge Manager Smith presented a slide talk on refuge
management to a group of studants at West Middle School in Alton,
TL. i
Assistant Manager Smith assisted Lyle Stemmerman with the anﬁual
Future Farmers of America convention in Kansas City on November
9-11. ) ‘ ;

]

H

There is no hunting on the refuge but Eric Smith assisted the
Clarance Canncon and the Quincy crew with the Gardner Deer Hunt on
October 18 and 19.

9. Fishing ,
Hook and line fishing was heavy on the area from March through May,
but dropped sharply after that because of the hot weather and all
the refuge ditches and MSUs dried up. During the year fishermen
made 1,297 visits to the refuge for a total of 4,058 activity hours.

I
Permits were issued Lto 50 fishermen to fish the lower end of Swan
Lake using commercial equipment. The unemployment in the area
created a heavy demand for these 50 permits and they were quickly .
issued out. Total fish caught under these permits totaled 133,595
1bs. The catch consisted of: !

1

Carp 61,262 1bs.

. Buffalo ) 58,863 lbs.

‘ Bowfin 757 lbs. :
Catfish 6,638 lbs. '
Drum G,910 1bs.
Paddlefish 5,165 lbs.

11. Wildlife Observation

Wildlife observation occurs From county highway #1, where people
stop to observe waterfowl feeding in refuge corn Fields. As the
office MSU attracts more wildlife and as more people hear about the
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observation deck at the office it is hcecoming more populuar for
wildlife observation.

16. Other Non-Wildlife Oriented Recreakion

In the past visitors have been successful in looking for pecans on
the refuge, bubk this years pecan crop was a complete bust.

17. Law Enforcement

Only the refuge manager has L.E. authority, so therefore, law
enforcement was limikted bo occassional patrol and no violators
were apprehended.

Refuge officers were assisted a great deal by Illinois State Law

Enforcement Qfficers. They were especially helpful on illegal
commercial fishing in Swan Lake and wrote several tickets on this.

I. EQUIPMENT AHD PACILITIES

1. New Construction

The construction was completed on the new flammable materials
storage building.

4. .Equipment Utilization and Replacement

Water control structure on MSU {1 was replaced.

t

A new four wheeled trailor was purchased to haul the 200 gallon
fire pump and tank that was purchascd in 1982.

A telephone answering machine was purchased and installed.
A new string grass trimmer was purchased.

6. Enerqgy Conservation

The resullts from the enrgy caonsulting firm's inspection were
returned and plans were drawn up to take care ol several of the
deficiencies. ‘

J. OTHER TITEMS

1. Cooperative Programs

Refuge Manager Peyton met with Rick Messinger, manager of the State
of Illinois Mississippl River Fish and Wildlife Area to coordinate
managemant practices for the two area. .
The Illinois Department of Conservation.used the refuge landing strip

to take ofF and land while aerial seeding millet on their hunting areas.

i 3
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2, Items of Interest

A refuge revenue sharing check for §6,92B.00 was presented to the
Calhoun County Treasurer.

Refuge Manager Peyton met Project Leader Stratbton and Assistant
Project Leader Anduss at Pleasant Hill, where he picked up an
injured Great-Horned Owl and carried it on to the Tree House Wildlife
Rehabilitation Center in Brighton, IL.

Refuge Manager Peyton attended Wildlife Resources Programatic in
Bloomington, MN and Law Enforcement Training in Springfield, IL
in May.

Refuge Manager Peyton checked out an oil spill on the Mississippi
River in St. Louis in May.

Refuge Manager Beyton attended the Illinois Natural History Survey,
River Researech Lab. Open House in Grafton, IL in August.

Refuge Manager Peyton regualified with weapon at Quincy.

Clerk-Typist Kuhn attended administrative orientation workshop in
the regional office on November 7-9.

Assistant Refuge Manager Smith received CPR training in Alteon, IL.
3. Credits
Assistant Refuge Manager Smith wrote up Sections B and G, other

sections were completed by Manager Peyton. Refuge Clerk-Typist
Kuhn edited and typed this report.
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‘ Four different kinds of native grasses that were plant-
ed around the refuge buildings in 1981. Indian grass
is the most prominent grass. Litktle bluestem is the .
shorter red grass on the extreme right, big bluestem
is the taller reddish grass and swithegrass is in the
left foreground. '
*
— G.W.P. 11/2/83
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K. FEEDBACK

Getting a clerk-typist applicant certified through the OPM for
this refuge was a very trying experience, which took most of the
‘summer to accomplish. One bright point during the experience was
‘the very willing help and assistance that was received from the
personnel office in the RO.

Things are really looking up on the refuge now that a new clerk-
typist and a new assistant refuge manager has been hired. Maybe
if they get all their training and other duties away from the
station completed we will be able to complete the many reporis
in & more complete and timely fashion.

]




